
The Desert  Messenger 
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...” (Matthew 11:10)  

 

Beloved in Christ: 
 Several years ago, our newly-hired parish catering and events manager – who before 
coming on board at St. John the Baptist Church was a seasoned banquet manager on the Strip – 
asked me what I thought about his chef’s chicken piccata which I had just been served.  After 
giving the manager the unexpected response that, “It was all right,” he quipped, “I guess you’re 

only as good as your next banquet.”  When it comes to food, most of us would agree that the longevity of a 
dining establishment depends on its quality and consistency:  If our experience of a meal or service is less 
than par on one or two occasions, there is less likelihood that we will continue to return to that place for the 

“next banquet.”   
 The longevity of the Orthodox Christian Church is primarily due to 
the fact that “the main course” – namely, the Dogmas, the Holy Gospel and 
the Holy Mysteries (particularly the Eucharist) – has by God’s grace 
remained consistent and unchanged from the Apostolic period.  Moreover, 
our adherence to Holy Tradition has ensured that the mystical quality of 
the Divine Liturgy and all the worshiping services is preserved through the 
ages:  As long as the Orthodox Church continues to offer – without trying 
to change or put our own spin on – what has been received from Jesus 
Christ through His Apostles, we should rest assured that there will always 
be the “next banquet” until the Lord returns again.   

With our foolproof recipe and approach, how can the Orthodox Church possibly fail?  However, if 
we look at recent statistics of the Greek Orthodox Church in America alone, we cannot deny that in some 
respects we are indeed failing:  For several years, Baptisms have been on the decline while the number of 
Funerals have risen, and the absence of Young Adults in our parishes raises a red flag regarding our future 
growth.  While admittedly many of our parishes are engaged in building projects, it is also sadly true that 
we have witnessed the shuttering of some Churches and even others struggling to keep the doors open.  Our 
Lord did indeed promise that “the gates of Hades shall not prevail against” His Church (Matthew 
16:18) . . . but this does not let us – as members of His Body – off the hook:  We must do our part to make 
sure the Orthodox Church prevails! 

Is our parish a welcoming place?  St. Paul instructs, 
“Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 
you.” (Romans 15:7)  Is our Church a place where everyone 
feels welcome – from the first experience in the Narthex to 
the Fellowship after the Divine Liturgy?  Do we have friendly 
greeters and ushers who are welcoming, and not staring 
people down or asking in Greek which village the newcomer 
comes from?  Are there service books available for our 
worshipers?  Do we have an inviting and useful bookstore . . . 
informative newsletters . . . a regularly updated website?  Do we have a real person answering the phone, and 
if not, do we follow up?   As visuals equally leave an impression, is the exterior and interior of our Church, 
including the grounds and the bathrooms, well maintained?           (Continued on Page 4) 
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Sunday, September 15/Sunday After Holy Cross/
Great Martyr Nikitas/St. Symeon Archbishop of 
Thessaloniki 
Orthros:  Tone Four 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:1-8 
Epistle:  Galatians 2:16-20 
Gospel:  Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 
 

Sunday, September 22/1st Sunday of Luke/Holy 
Martyr Phocas, Bishop of Sinope  
Orthros:  Tone Five (First Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:9-20 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 1:21-24, 2:1-4 
Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11 
 

Wednesday, September 25 
5:30 pm  Sacrament of Holy Unction 
 

Sunday, September 29/2nd Sunday of Luke/ 
St. Kyriakos of Palestine/Martyr Petronia 
8:30 am  Orthros ~ 9:30 am  Divine Liturgy  
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:1-12 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 4:6-15 
Gospel:  Luke 6:31-36 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am  Orthros ~ 10:00 am  Divine Liturgy 

Church School follows Holy Communion (Starting Sunday, September 8)  
Sunday, September 29 Only:  8:30 am Orthros ~ 9:30 am  Divine Liturgy (No Church School) 

Sunday, September 1/Beginning of the 
Ecclesiastical Year/St. Symeon the Stylite 
Orthros:  Tone Two 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:14-25 
Epistle:  1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Gospel:  Luke 4:16-22 
 

Sunday, September 8/Nativity of the Theotokos/
Sunday Before Holy Cross 
Orthros:  Tone Three 
Festal Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 1:39-49, 56 
Epistle:  Galatians 6:11-18  
Gospel:  John 3:13-17  
 

Saturday, September 14/Universal Elevation of the 
Holy and Life-Giving Cross (Strict Fast) 
8:00 am  Orthros  
Procession of the Cross at Doxology  
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:18-24   
Gospel:  John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30  
 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your 
inheritance.  Grant victory to the faithful  
over the enemies, and protect Your nation  

with Your Cross.  

 

Artoclasia: Blessing of 5 Loaves (X 5) on August 15. 

 
 

“For in 
Christ 
Jesus  

you are 
all sons 
of God, 
through 

faith.   
 
 

 

For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.” 

(Galatians 3:26-27) 



3 

The Desert Messenger 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

SEPTEMBER  1 ~ NEW ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR 
Ushers:   Adam Bieker, Spiros Filios, Gus Flangas, Bessie Stavropoulos, John Nicholas and Skip Ruffner   

Fellowship:  Forerunners - Seniors of St. John the Baptist   
 

SEPTEMBER 8 ~ 1st DAY OF CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES 
Ushers:  Demetrious Asim, John Matsis, Mark Karris, Stacy Mavrantonis, Justina Szukiewicz and  

John Koutsulis 
Fellowship:  Folk Dance Groups   

 

SEPTEMBER 15 
Ushers:  Gus Flangas, Skip Ruffner, Bessie Stavropoulos, Spiros Filios, Demetrious Asim and John Nicholas 

Fellowship:  Philoptochos  Society ~ Holy Cross  
 

SEPTEMBER 22 
Ushers:  Justina Szukiewicz, John Koutsulis, Adam Bieker, Stacy Mavrantonis, Mark Karris and John Matsis 

Fellowship:  Pan-Arcadian Federation   
 

 SEPTEMBER 29 ~ 47th ANNUAL GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL  
Ushers:  Entire Parish Council  

No Fellowship ~ Join us at the Festival!    

 

 We are in high gear working hard and steady on the Greek Food Festival and, as always, 
our mission is to provide a very  “high energy” and “festive” event, replete with the sights, 
sounds, tastes and aromas of Greece.  Without a doubt, the Festival is extremely important, 
even vital to our Church Community.  As stated throughout the years, the Festival is one of the 
major sources of revenue for both our capital and operating accounts.  Needless to say, it is 

crucial for the Church’s financial support and future viability.  In addition, it is the largest cultural event in 
the State of Nevada, and the primary showcase for our Church and Greek Culture to the greater Las Vegas 
community and area.  The dates for the Festival this year are Friday, September 27 through Sunday, 
September 29. 

There has been a lot of effort put into the planning of the Festival, and we are now at the point where 
all the planning has to come to fruition.  This is where we need everyone to step up and volunteer to work at 
the Festival and to help with pre-sales.  We will have an area set up in Panos Hall every Sunday after 
the Divine Liturgy where you can sign up to volunteer and help with pre-sales.  The Festival is a community 
effort.  The more people energized and involved, the easier it is for everyone.  Working the Festival should be 
a great time for us to come together and get to know one another better.  We want everyone to not only have 
fun being part of the Festival as workers, but also as attendees.  Please sign up to volunteer!  

Pre-sales are comprised of the Raffle tickets, Coupon Books, Souvenir Magazine Ads, and Vendor 
leasing.  They are extremely important for several reasons.  First, pre-sales provide the “seed” money for the 
Festival.  As many of you already know, we have many necessary expenses that require full payment prior to 
the Festival.  We also need a large sum of cash on the opening day of the Festival to fund the bank, meaning 
filling cash drawers at each booth for sales transactions.  Next, strong pre-sales could conceivably fund up to 
40% of the “nut” going into the Festival, which will in turn lower our risk in the event of inclement weather 
or other intangibles.  Lastly, strong pre-sales add to the bottom line for the event as revenue.   

Our goal for pre-sales is to sell at least 500 Raffle tickets, $25,000 in Coupon Books, $70,000 in 
Souvenir Magazine Ads and at least $35,000 in Vendor leasing sales.  Please note that if we sell at least 500 
Raffle tickets, we will be able to sell the remaining tickets during the Festival, hopefully selling out for the 
very first time this year!    

                 (Continued on Page 5) 

Parish 
Council 
Report 
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From Father John (Continued from Page 1) 
 

Is parish health a priority?  Given that so many of us have suffered (or continue to suffer) from toxic 
relationships or workplaces, is our Church truly a sanctuary from un-wellness?  St. John Chrysostom wisely 
wrote, “The Church is a hospital, and not a courtroom, for souls.”  Through the Holy Mysteries, and especially 
the Sacraments of Confession and Communion, we receive by grace the remission of sins.  With that said, is 
our parish a place where these Sacraments are regularly received by a majority of the faithful . . . and are our 
clergy also frequently going to Confession?  Does our parish offer special services for the faithful, such as 
Paraklesis and Holy Unction, even outside the prescribed seasons?  St. Paul asked the battling Church in 
Corinth:  “Is Christ divided?” (1 Corinthians 1:13)  Do we have factions  . . . power struggles . . . toxic 
relationships in our parish?  Is our Church a place where people can be nurtured to full health?  Parish health 
is also tied to financial health:  Does our parish both encourage and practice good stewardship . . . do we feel 
accountable, and are we transparent before God and all regarding Church income and expenditures?     

Do we have a graying parish?  Is our Church a place that welcomes our 
babies without hushing them . . . our youth by actively engaging them . . . and 
equally, if not more importantly, our young adults by reaching out to them 
without judgment?  Thank God, our Metropolis had the wisdom to revive the Young 
Adult Conference this Labor Day weekend:  Past conferences resulted in 
connecting the 18 and older group closer to Christ and His Church – indeed, 
many priests and marriages were the product of these gatherings.  How often do 
we hear that our Choirs or parish leaders and volunteers are graying – and if this 
is truly the case, what are we doing to engage our disengaged younger members? 

Finally, is our parish (clergy and laity alike) engaged in active 
outreach, apart from the Greek Festival?  When I meet people in the larger 
community and tell them I am the priest of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, that usually does 
not invoke a response.  However, when I clarify that this is where the Greek Festival is held, then the 
connection is made.  How visible is the Orthodox Church in the larger community, and more importantly 
how are we perceived?  When you Google a Greek Orthodox Church in your city or town, observe the 
comments, as they reveal much:  Great gyros . . . the best baklava . . . beautiful Church and worship . . . 
unfriendly . . . helped me in my time of need . . . where God is present . . . forget about it . . . authentic . . . come 
and see . . . this is a place where every person is welcome, spiritually fed, loved and healed!     

As we begin the new Ecclesiastical Year, may we have the continuous desire and vision for parish 
growth and wellness – for the glory of God and our sanctification! 

With love in Christ, 

 

“Six Classes on the Orthodox Faith”  
 

Please join us for this popular six-week course! 
 

Starting Wednesday, October 2 
7:00 - 8:30 pm ~ in Kokkos Hall. 

 

We welcome Orthodox Christians, Catechumens, Seekers,  
and those curious to learn more about the ancient Apostolic Faith. 

For more information, please contact Father John or Father Seraphim. 



5 

The Desert Messenger 

 

Parish Council Report (Continued from Page 3) 
 

 We are selling Coupon Books for $20 each, which include an $8 admission ticket and three $6 Festival 
Bucks coupons that can be used anywhere in the Festival, for a total value of $26.  Coupon Books make great 
gifts for treating people to a day or an evening at the Festival.  These are the goals and it takes everyone 
working on it together to realize them. 
 For the Raffle this year, we printed 1,000 tickets and are selling them at $100 a piece (you can get three 
for $250 until the end of August).  The Grand Prize is your choice of a 2019 Mercedes or $25,000 in cash.  In 
addition, there are over 30 more possible cash prizes, vacations, products, and services.  The odds are great!  
10% of all Raffle proceeds will, first, go to the Johnny Crisstopher Children’s Charitable Foundation, 
established by Criss Angel, which raises awareness of pediatric cancer and provides funds for research, 
treatment, and – ultimately – a cure.  See the link provided to learn more:  https://crissangel.com/donations/.  
Secondly, the proceeds will support the Las Vegas Chapter of the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention. 
 In conjunction with the Festival, we are conducting our annual 26.2 mile Torch Relay Run to raise 
money for charity.  This year, for the Torch Run, we are supporting the Johnny Crisstopher Children’s 
Charitable Foundation (see above):  100% of all monies raised by the Torch Run will go directly to this 
charity.  Charitable funds are raised by having people who want to run a one mile leg of the Run obtain 
pledges, and also by having people directly donate money to support the run.  The run begins with a Torch 
lighting ceremony at 2:00 pm on Friday, September 27, at Tivoli Village in Summerlin, and finishes at 
the Festival at 7:00 pm.  There will be a police escort for the entire course of the run followed by two 
limousines to collect runners after their respective mile.  One of the limousines can take runners back to their 
cars after they run their leg should they desire.  Although we open the Festival at 3:00 pm, the lighting of the 
flame is our official opening kickoff of the Festival.  We invite all runners who participate in the relay to join 
together in running the final leg as we bring the torch on to the Festival grounds.  Please sign up to help!
 Security has been a top priority for our Festival for years.  This year, given the rash of violence in 
recent months plaguing our nation, we are taking some very intensive additional precautions including extra 
private security and supplementary presence from Metro Officers to provide a safe environment for our guests 
and ourselves.  The main thing is for EVERYONE TO BE VIGILANT.  The importance of vigilance cannot be 
overstated. 
 With the Festival coming in a few weeks, please also remember that the 60th Anniversary 
Celebration of our Church is set for November 9 and 10.  We urge everyone to come and revel in our 
history, and participate in acknowledging our colorful past.  As part of the celebration, it is our fervent hope 
that we will be able to finally retire the mortgage.  Cheryl Pandelis and Nitsa Filios have been working 
tirelessly and tenaciously to make this a reality.  If you have not done so, please get behind this very important 
effort and make a pledge to help make our mortgage a thing of the past.  Any pledge you make can be done 
through monthly payments.  By retiring our mortgage early, we can save tens of thousands of dollars per year. 
 We are almost done with the mold remediation in the Administration Office and Father John’s 
Office.  This required tearing out a large portion of the dry-wall, removing the cabinets, tearing out the 
carpets, removing the counters, and then treating everything for mold.  Since then, we have replaced and 
painted all the dry-wall, replaced the cabinets, put in new flooring and are presently finishing replacing the 
counters.  Fortunately, we had funds left over that were previously and graciously donated to repair our roof, 
which are covering the cost of this remediation.  In addition, we are considering pursuing the Church 
insurance company to cover some of the expense. 

A huge thank you to John Koutsulis, Panigyri chairman, the cooks who prepared the delicious meal, 
and our Philoptochos ladies who set up and served at this wonderful event.  

In closing, we want to again thank the various Church ministries and organizations, and the many 
individuals for all the work they do and have done to help us secure the future of the Church with their time, 
talents and treasures.  May God Bless! 
 Gus Flangas, Parish Council President 

https://crissangel.com/donations/
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Dearest Philoptochos Sisters and Fellow Parish Members, 
 As we are entering the New Ecclesiastical Year, I 
greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  
I hope everyone had an enjoyable summer and I wish to 

thank each and every person that has reached out with their love and offerings to 
assist me as the new Philoptochos president.  I am beyond grateful and humbled 
by your generosity and support.  

On Sunday, July 28 our Philoptochos hosted a wonderful Fellowship in 
Panos Hall.  Special appreciation to Alis Dokakis and Kiki Mavrantonis and all 
the ladies who participated. 

 On Thursday, August 15 we 
celebrated the Dormition of the 
Theotokos as well as the Feast Day of 
our Panagia Chapter.  We are ever so grateful to our dear 
Ernestine Kachikis, who on behalf of our Philoptochos, arranged 
for the floral decorations of the Dormition Epitaphios and the icon 
of the Virgin Mary and Christ Child – both were magnificently 
adorned with red roses and white anthuriums.  With reverence 
and love, Ernestine has devoted her service and talents the past 17 
years in overseeing the floral decorations for the holy days, and we 
are grateful for her dedication.    
 We extend our sincere appreciation to our gracious Board 

Member Alis Dokakis for hosting the beautiful Fellowship after the Divine Liturgy, as well as the lovely ladies 
who assisted her.  We pray that our Most Holy Theotokos will continue to protect, strengthen and bless our 
never-ending efforts and mission of “philanthropia”!  

On Sunday, August 18, the Parish Council hosted a lovely Panigyri tis Panagias Luncheon. Everyone 
enjoyed the food, the fellowship, and the music.  Our appreciation to Chairman John Koutsulis and his 
committee for their efforts on this festive event as well as to our Philoptochos ladies and their husbands who 
participated in setting up, serving and assisting with the luncheon. 

Please mark your calendars for the following upcoming events:  
Tuesday, September 3:  General Meeting at 6:00 pm in the Kokkos Hall.  The new board is very 

excited about our first General Meeting, and we would love to see many members and women of our 
community attend.  We will have refreshments for everyone.  For your convenience, we have made an effort, 
when the Church calendar allows, to hold the Philoptochos Meetings on Sundays, shortly after Divine 
Liturgy.  I am looking forward to welcome you as we review and discuss the Philoptochos programs and 
events for the upcoming months.  

Sunday, September 15:  In honor of the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross (September 14), there 
will be a presentation about Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of Theology, followed by a special collection 
and Fellowship to benefit our Theological School.  HC/HC is one of the principal national ministries of 
Philoptochos:  We hold this institution close to our heart, remaining ever determined to offer support in 
educating and helping graduate the next generation of Orthodox clergy and lay leaders.  Your contribution is 
a true blessing and we are thankful for your generosity.  Fellowship will be hosted by our Board Member 
Tami Stefanatos.  Please contact Tami and offer your assistance. 

Greek Food Festival – September 27, 28 and 29:  Our annual and biggest event of the year is very 
much anticipated and our Philoptochos will once again have a booth, greeting and welcoming the many 
thousands of guests as they arrive to experience our Greek hospitality.  At our Philoptochos booth we will be 
selling water and promoting our cause and our projects.  As Philoptochos members it is important to 
participate and give a few hours of our time to support our organization.   

                 (Continued on Page 8) 

 

Philoptochos 
News 
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Baptized into Christ:  Na Mas Zisoun 
 

Anthony (Jesse) Gideon on August 3, 2019. (Adult Baptism).   
Godparent:  Paisios Pursell.   

 

Theodora (Sara) Gideon on August 3, 2019.  (Adult Baptism).  
Godparent:  Mary Pursell. 

 

Daniela Yurkov on August 4, 2019.  (Adult Baptism).   
Godparent:  Angeliki Fleetwood. 

 

Nectarios, son of Jeremy and Romina Chomakos, on August 24, 2019. 
Godparents:  George Chomakos and Vasiliki Eliades. 

 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory!  
 

Kaliopi Ioannis Georgis on July 8, 2019.  Funeral on July 16.  
 

Dionisia Weisman on July 15, 2019.  Funeral on July 23.  
 

Anda Karitsiotis on August 7, 2019.  Funeral on August 16.  
 

George Gerontis on August 20, 2019.  Funeral on August 23. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Rev. Father Seraphim Ramos 

frseraphim@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Michelle Eugenio 

Bookkeeper 
 

Mara Braun  

Catering & Events 
 

Constantin Petriuc & Ramona Tasios 

Maintenance & Grounds 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

www.vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council:  Gus Flangas 
 

Philoptochos:  Benita Beeman  
 

Stewardship & Community Outreach: 

Justina Szukiewicz 
 

Choir:  Athena Mertes 
 

Chanters & Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers:  Father John  
 

GOYA: 

Kouli Pouridis & June Likourinou  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Jelena Boskovic & Amy Khuri 
 

Young Adults: 

Nicholas Asim & Melissa Fleetwood 
 

Greek Folk Dance:  Sia Dalacas  
  

Greek School:  Paula Kelesis 
 

Mr. & Mrs.:   

Fr. John, Fr. Seraphim & Presvyteres 
 

Kali Parea:  Demetrious Asim &  

Joy Wolfenbarger  
 

Adult Basketball:   

Nate Dallas 
 

Forerunners:  Vicki Xikis 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:   

Constantine Frangakis, 

Paisios & Mary Pursell 
 

Greek Food Festival:  Gus Flangas 
 

Hellenic Historical Society:   

Nitsa Filios, Cheryl Pandelis &  

Susan Stamis 
 

 Photography:  Bill Bruninga 

Our Community Registry 

 

Philoptochos News (Continued from Page 7) 
 

To volunteer for the Philoptochos booth, please contact our 
Chairwomen Jennifer Chanos at (702) 371-1786 or jlchanos@gmail.com, or 
Benita Beeman at (702) 885-6217 or bgbeeman@cox.net.  Although you may 
be working in other booths, you can also give a few hours of your time to our 
Philoptochos.  It is a nice way to get to know our Philoptochos sisters while 
we give back to our Church. 

November 9 and 10, 2019:  60th Anniversary Celebration of St. John 
the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church.  Please plan on participating in the 
weekend festivities.  As we thank God for granting us 60 years as a Parish, 
each of us is called to participate and prayerfully give from our precious 
resources to assist in paying off the mortgage of our Church.  Our Church is 
the place where we worship God, hold fast to our ancient Faith, are healed 
and renewed by the Sacraments, and maintain our culture.  Please contact the 
Chairwomen Cheryl Pandelis and Nitsa Filios to offer your pledge!  
  Philoptochos Membership:  We are still in the Philoptochos 
membership enrollment period, so once again I appeal to you, if you have 
never been a member, please become one, or renew your stewardship.  All 
ladies (and gentlemen too) are invited to join our wonderful organization for 
the support of our charities.  Please email Christina Snow at 
snowy4000@cox.net or Benita Beeman at bgbeeman@cox.net.  

May our Lord continue to bless our work and ministry in the days, 
months and years to come, so that our actions of love will glorify God. 

With Love in Christ, Benita Beeman, Philoptochos President 

mailto:jlchanos@gmail.com
mailto:bgbeeman@cox.net
mailto:snowy4000@cox.net
mailto:bgbeeman@cox.net
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Stewardship and Community Outreach 
    

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
Glory be to God for all things.  Month after month the Stewardship articles focus primarily on our 

sharing our God-given treasurers with the Church.  There have also been occasional articles focusing on the 
giving of our time and talents. 

One of the major priorities we, as Orthodox Christians, should have is to bring our lapsed brothers 
and sisters, our relatives, and our non-Orthodox friends to the true One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.  This is a vital area where all of us can share our time and talents and is the essence of Stewardship of 
God’s Truth through evangelism.  After all, the Lord did say, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations . . .” (Matthew 28:19)  Now, I am not saying we should go knocking door to door to share the good 
news.  Statistics show that this has about a 1% success rate.  Our focus should be on those we know 
personally who have lapsed, whether our fellow Orthodox Christians, our relatives, or our non-Orthodox 
friends.  Studies show that the success rate of getting these “children of God” to Church exceeds 50% and 
goes as high as 90%. 

At conception, God has granted every human being the discernment between right and wrong, for 
“the law (is) written in their hearts, their conscience.” (Romans 2:15).  This connection to God is like the 

pilot light on a gas burning fireplace.  What happens in our gas 
burning fireplace when we turn on the switch?  Of course, the 
pilot light bursts into a glowing warm flame.  Similarly, our 
challenge is to share our love of Jesus Christ and the Orthodox 
Church with our lapsed brothers and sisters, relatives and 
friends – with the ultimate goal of finding that switch which 
will cause the pilot light of their belief to burst into flames of 
love and desire for Christ.  Eventually, as a result of our 
outreach, they will want to come to Church to partake of His 
Body and Blood for their salvation. 

In a similar fashion, when the Apostles came to Christ that switch within sparked, leading to their 
pilot light bursting into a flame of love for the Messiah – they immediately responded to the Voice of their 
heart’s true desire.  When St. John the Baptist said to the Apostle Andrew, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 
1:36), Andrew, in turn, found his brother Simon Peter and brought him to Jesus, proclaiming, “We have 
found the Messiah.” (John 1:41)  Likewise, the next day Jesus commanded Philip to follow him.  Philip, in 
turn, found Nathaniel, stating, “We have found Him of Whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” (John 1:45) 

Throughout the Gospels and Epistles we read about the Lord and the Apostles preaching to people 
using analogies that were familiar to the people, to teach them spiritual truths.  They spoke often of planting 
and harvesting, fishing, and even sporting events.  All three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-
20, Luke 8:4-15) tell the Parable of the Sower:  The Lord sows the seed, His teaching of salvation, and what 
happens to the seed depends on the condition of the soil – the soil is an image of the state of our soul in 
receiving and continuously nurturing the Word of God.  Using a sports analogy, St. Paul says, “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7).  The race St. Paul is 
referring to is the life and work that the Lord gave him after his conversion on the road to Damascus – and 
this relates to our own life in following and serving Christ until we shut our eyes for the last time. 

Our mission should be to find those things, those analogies which relate to our lapsed brothers and 
sisters, our relatives and our neighbors and use them to spread the Lord’s Word and ignite the pilot light in 
their hearts – so that it might burst into a glowing warm flame of desire and love for God.  “Brethren, if 
anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know that he who 
turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of 
sins.” (James 5:19-20) 

In Christ, Stewardship and Community Outreach Committee 
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Youth and Family Ministries 
 

Church School 
 

Hi Everyone!  Church School will start on Sunday, September 8.  We are ready and looking forward 
to starting a new Church School year, and diving deeper into our wonderful Faith.  Following Holy 
Communion, the students will join the teachers in the front of the Church and participate in the Blessing of 
the Waters for the New School Year.  After the blessing, the students and teachers will go to their classrooms.   

Please help us in making sure that each child and teen is registered before Church School begins.  The 
forms are on the bulletin boards, in The Desert Messenger (Page 14),  or available during the week with Karen at 
the Church Office.  Every student must have his or her form completed before starting class.  Please remember 
that in order to start into our program your child must be 4 years-old before September 30.  We follow the 
Clark County School District Calendar for grade level.   

Here is the breakdown of classrooms and teachers:  Pre-K:  Tammy and Romina Chomakos; 
Kindergarten/First Grades:  Cassie Bieker and Laura Kirani; Second-Third Grades:  Rahel Kiflezgi and 
Morgan Lovato; Fourth-Fifth Grades:  Marina Adamy; Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grades:  Eileen and Sam 
Koutsulis; High School:  Dr. John Nixon.  We will not have class on Sunday, September 29 due to our 
annual Greek Food Festival.  

As always, we encourage our students and their parents to sign up to volunteer their time to help:  
Many hands help ease the load.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

With Love in Christ, Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director  
(702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 
 

Youth Choir News 
  

 Happy New Church and School Year!  We hope all of you will have a wonderful, God-
inspired and successful year in everything you desire to accomplish! 
 The Youth Choir will have a short practice on Sunday, September 8 after Church School 
at 12:15 pm.  We always meet in the 4th-5th Grade Classroom for practice.  We welcome all new 
singers from Second Grade and up to come and join our ranks! 

We will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 15.  Please be in the front right side of the 
Church no later than 9:40 am so we can chant the English Doxology in full voice (instead of just one or two 
people). 

Looking forward to another wonderful year teaching Church music to our young people. 
With Love in Christ, Presvytera Maria 

 

Greek Folk Dance 
 

Hello all!  Welcome back to a wonderful new dance season!  Greek Folk Dance is starting back up on 
September 8, after Church School for all groups.  Exact time will be announced soon.  We will start out with 
practices for our Annual Greek Food Festival performance and will then continue with our material for the 
Folk Dance Festival to be held in February 2020.  We are looking forward to a great year!   

Parents, our annual Parent Meeting will be on Sunday, October 6 at 12:30 pm.  Please make a point of 
attending so we can discuss this year’s events.    

Registration is ongoing.    We welcome all dancers ages 4 (by September 30, 2019) and up to come and 
check out our vibrant ministry and participate in some wonderful fellowship.  No experience required!  
Registration forms are in this issue of The Desert Messenger (Pages 15-16) and also with Karen in the Church 
Office.  Please fill out one form per child.  Registration fees are $150 for each dancer in our competitive groups 
and $75 for each dancer in our non-competitive group.  Questions?  Please feel free to email 
stjohngreekdance@gmail.com. 

With Much Gratitude, The Folk Dance Board 

mailto:vivaleenie@cox.net
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GOYA ~ For Teenagers 
 

Dear GOYANs,  
Welcome back to a New Church Year!  We want 

to thank June and Steve Likourinou for opening their 
beautiful home for our annual GOYA Swim Party and 
Photo Scavenger Hunt in August!   

We will begin our GOYA schedule with our first 
GOYA Night of the New Ecclesiastical Year on Sunday, 
September 8 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at Grimaldi's Pizzeria 
(7155 S. Rainbow Blvd #125, Las Vegas).  The Church 
will provide the pizzas and soft drinks for our teens – 
anything else you want special will be on you!  Parents, please feel free to stay and eat at another section of the 
restaurant, as we have reserved the back room for our GOYA Night Fellowship.   

Finally, please do not hesitate to volunteer your time at our Greek Food Festival that will be 
happening on September 27, 28 and 29.  Traditionally, GOYA runs the soda booth:  Please see Eileen 
Koutsulis for sign up and time slot information.   

Looking forward to having an incredible year together! 
With Love in Christ, June Likourinou and Kouli Pouridis, GOYA Advisors 

 

Orthodox Family Fellowship 

 

 We invite your family, kids and friends to join us 
on Saturday, September 14, when we will visit the 
incredible Lion Habitat Ranch (382 Bruner Ave 
Henderson), only a fifteen minute drive from our 
Church.   

We will begin the day by attending the services for 
the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross:  8:00 am 
Orthros, Procession of the Cross at the Doxology, and 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy.  After changing our clothes, we 
will leave the Church parking lot at 10:45 am sharp.   

The admission price for the Habitat is $20 for one 
child under 14, accompanied with one adult.  We will 
enjoy seeing 40 lions, a giraffe, and even some ostriches!    
We will have over two hours to explore together and discover why the giraffe residing in this habitat is called 
“a new Picasso” – and for an additional fee you can even feed the lions!  We hope to see you there for another 
memory-making day.  

With Love in Christ, Amy Khuri and Jelena Boskovic, OFF Advisors 
 

Greek Language Program 
 

 The new year of Greek Language Classes begins on Tuesday, September 10 at 
5:00 pm.  Classes are every Tuesday through May.   
 As always, the classes are free for current Stewards of St. John the Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church.  If you are not a Steward, please see Karen in the Church Office to 
become one or you will be assessed a $200 fee.  There is a one-time fee of $10 for 

everyone to cover supplies.  Registration Forms are available outside the Church Office.  We are offering 
Adult classes again this year as well.   

If you would like to become a Greek School Teacher, please contact me at (702) 249-4740.  I cannot 
wait to see all of you for another wonderful year!  Paula Kelesis, Greek School Director 
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From Father Seraphim 
  

“For the word of the Cross is folly to those who are perishing,  
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

 

Many things that our Holy Orthodox Church teaches come into conflict with our contemporary 
American culture.  Our high regard for the sanctity of Holy Matrimony between a man and a woman, our 
emphasis on chastity before marriage, our refusal to see the unique gift of personhood and life in the womb 
from conception as somebody’s possession, and our belief that God made just two genders to compliment and 
complete each other all seem very foolish, primitive, and even hateful to many people today.  Passages in the 
Old and New Testaments are called into question and Christians are publicly called to, “Leave such outdated 
or unnatural ideas behind and get on the right side of history,” on these and many other issues.  Because we in 
the Church are not immune from the very strong and prevailing cultural current in America, we must 
acknowledge and evaluate critically the modern conviction that, “Nobody has any right whatsoever to tell 
another human being how they ought to live.” 

In light of this tension between our Faith and society, some modern churches have chosen to 
surrender to all the demands of the progressive culture.  Despite seeking to be relevant by abandoning the 
“oppressive” traditional norms of marriage, gender, hierarchy and morality, the attendance has not increased 
in any churches whose primary values are tolerance, acceptance and inclusion over the beauty of holiness, 
purity and repentance.  In a trenchant study released in July by the NatCen’s British Social Attitudes 
Survey (the United Kingdom’s longest running poll of public opinion), the Anglican Church lost 1.8 million 
members in the UK in 2018, and according to Lord Carey, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, “Unless 
urgent action is taken, the church is one generation away from extinction.”  Simply put, to demand nothing of 
people in the traditional ascetic/moral sense and to simply “accept everyone as they are” is not a recipe for 
enduring institutional success or progress in virtue. 

Renowned psychologist Jordan Peterson speaks the unpopular but extremely necessary truth about 
this issue in our contemporary culture:  “Authentic love is a terrible thing . . . if you really love someone, you can’t tolerate 
when they are less than they could be.  It hurts.  And so, when someone comes into the Church, and it’s all ‘acceptance,’ there’s no 
real care there.”  He pinpoints that we are easily tempted – in the name of “love” – to avoid hurting people’s 
feelings in the present by telling them to stop sinful and self-destructive behavior.  We are instead willing to 
change our definitions to appease the prevailing sensibilities and absolutely sacrifice their well-being in the 
future – and this is the sign of a very immature and unwise culture.  By refusing to speak the difficult word of 
the Cross, about sin and repentance and God’s grace that heals our brokenness, we are not actually helping 

anyone.  Jordan Peterson sums it up:  “We’re built for nobility.”  What the 
Christian knows is that we are built for even more than nobility:  We are not 
just called to be “good American citizens” in a society in which eternal and 
divine laws about morality are continually changed based on a vote.  We are 
built for sanctity, we are built for Divinity.  We are born to become saints. 
 What was Saint Helen doing in Jerusalem all those years ago looking 
for the True Cross, the Wood that Jesus was nailed to in Jerusalem?  Why do 
we celebrate the Universal Elevation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross 
each year on September 14?  One reason is so that we never forget the 
(seemingly) “foolish” word of the Cross.  We must never forget that there 
exists such a thing as love that is willing to risk pain in pursuit of healing, of 
true love that is willing to use even suffering as a means of salvation.  In short, 
we must not forget the Cross, and our God Who in His surpassing love was 
willing to be crucified upon it.  He called each and every one of His disciples – 
including us – to nothing less than that same suffering in the crucifixion of our 
passions and desires in pursuit of that same measure of self-emptying love.   
 

          (Continued on Page 20) 
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Adult and Young Adult Ministries 
 

Young Adults    

 

Dear Young Adults,  
Thank You to the 22 young adults who came out for our August Sushi Night and send-off at the home 

of Elizabeth Arbuiso, who has moved to Eugene, OR.  We want to express our deepest gratitude to Elizabeth 
for her years of service to the Young Adults of our Parish, and her assistance in planning many and varied 
events for our ministry.  Her presence and great laugh will be greatly missed!   

Taking the baton for our YA ministry is Melissa Fleetwood, and we welcome her willing offering of 
time and talents!   

Because of the immense need for volunteers at our Church’s largest fundraiser of the year, we sincerely 
ask that all of our Young Adults will step up and volunteer for  our Greek Food Festival on September 27, 28 
and 29.   

We look forward to being together again in October!    
In Christ, Niko Asim and Melissa Fleetwood, YA Advisors 

  

Mr. & Mrs. ~ A Couples Fellowship 
 

 We want to thank Thomas 
and Kitty Gott for graciously 
hosting an amazing dinner at their 
beautiful home in August.  We 
enjoyed great fellowship and a 
lively discussion.   
 We will not be having a 

gathering in September due to the need for all hands on 
deck at the Greek Food Festival on September 27, 28 and 
29.  We will reconvene next month, and more information 
will follow in the October issue of The Desert Messenger.  See you at the Festival! 
 Yours in Christ, Father John, Father Seraphim, and their Presvyteres  
 

Kali Parea ~ “Good Company” for the 40+ Crowd 
 

Dear Kali Parea,  
I pray you had a beautiful summer and we want to welcome everyone back for a New Ecclesiastical 

Year!  This month we will focus our energies on volunteering at our 47th Annual Greek Food Festival on 
September 27, 28 and 29.  Please sign up even for one shift at one of our many exciting booths because “many 
hands makes light work.”  We look forward to seeing you out there at the Festival, and picking up on our ministry 
outings again in October!    

Love in Christ, Demetrious Asim, Kali Parea Advisor 
 

Adult Basketball 
 

 Due to Greek Food Festival preparations, Adult Basketball take a month-long hiatus, 
and we will resume our Monday night pick-up basketball games in October.  Please call Nate 
Dallas at (347) 364-0313 for more information, or to be included in our Facebook group. 
  Nate Dallas, Hoop Advisor  
 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’”  
(Psalm 122:1) 



19 

The Desert Messenger 

 

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist 
 

Dear Forerunners,  
Praying that you all have enjoyed our warm summer days.  We are a few weeks away from Festival 

time.  We sincerely hope you have signed up to help with pastries, food booths, etc.  Our Forerunners will be 
hosting their first Fellowship Hour on Sunday, September 1.  What a wonderful way to start off the New 
Ecclesiastical Year.  Please come and help us serve and/or bring goodies! 

Our first luncheon meeting will be on Monday, October 14 in Kokkos Hall.  Please mark your 
calendars accordingly!   We will circulate our calendar for the balance of the season at the October gathering. 
 Now down to some serious business – we are looking for one or two people to handle our membership 
committee as well as one person who can help us with making phone calls.  Please step up to the plate and 
give a helping hand.  It would be much appreciated. 

During the summer months some of our seniors have gone through illnesses, broken bones, etc. – we 
pray that everyone is recuperating and mending and will join us once again safely and soon.  To those who 
cannot join us we send our love, prayers and good wishes. 

Love in Christ, Victoria Xikis for the Senior Forerunners 
 

Notes from the Choir Loft 
 

 Please consider attending this year's Church Music Conference at St. Nicholas Ranch 
which will be held November 14-17.  I will be the Choir Director for the conference and I 
would love to have our own Choir members attend!  More details coming soon! 
 The Youth Choir will chant the Liturgy on Sunday, September 15.  We will have a 

short rehearsal after Liturgy on Sunday, September 1 to prepare a few special hymns for the following 
week. 

Thank You to Faye Brown for organizing our Choir sponsored Fellowship this summer and to all who 
contributed their time, talents and baked goods! 

Athena Mertes, Choir Director 
 

 

The AHEPA Las Vegas Chapter 341 
Happy September! 

 

We are currently looking for Board Members to assist with the redevelopment  
of our Chapter.  If you are interested in a Board Position or assisting with  

this very important organization please contact me. 
To all the current Brothers, please make an effort to support our community  

by volunteering during our 2019 Greek Food Festival. 
Thank you, Kouli Pouridis, Acting Chapter President 

pouridis5@cox.net (702) 604-0885 

 

Congratulations, Maritza! 
 

 Maritza Kelesis, daughter of George Kelesis and Sandra Robelledo, completed the 
White Coat Ceremony on Friday, August 23, 2019.  She has been admitted to UNLV Medical 
School.  Maritza  was born and raised in Las Vegas and her relatives are among of the 
founding families of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church.   
 Maritza was awarded Pan-Arcadian and UNLV scholarships to help in her 
studies.  Congratulations!  

mailto:pouridis5@cox.net
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Orthodox Bookstore 
 

Hello from the Bookstore! 
This month we are featuring Life After Death, and other works by one of 

the great living theologians in the world today, Metropolitan Hierotheos of 
Nafpaktos.  His writings have been translated into many languages including 
English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Russian, Serbian, Hungarian, and Romanian. 

From Life After Death: 
“From the time of his creation, a man constitutes a particular hypostasis-

person, and this hypostasis is not abolished even by his death.  St. John of 
Damascus says that the hypostasis is the constitution of body and soul at the 
beginning of each person’s existence.  That is to say, a man is made up soul and 
body, which are united by God into one hypostasis at the beginning of his 
creation.  This hypostasis is not broken apart even by death.  Therefore, ‘even 
though the soul is separated from the body in death, the hypostasis of both 
remains one and the same.  For the constitution in itself of each thing at its beginning of being is a 
hypostasis.’” 

Please stop by our Bookstore booth at the Greek Food Festival.  We have ordered many new icons, 
books, and even crosses from Corfu,  so be sure to check out our amazing inventory! 
 Until next month, God willing ~ ICXC NIKA, Constantine Frangakis, Bookstore Director 

 

Stewardship Gifts Pledged:  $416,863 ($381,918 in 2018)   
Stewardship Gifts Received:  $316,902 ($262,040 in 2018)   

Unfulfilled Pledge Balance:  $99,960 ($119,878 in 2018)  
Stewardship Families Pledged:  383 (386 in 2018)  

Average Pledge to Date:  $1,088 ($898 in 2018) 
Average Pledge Needed:  $2,519 (Decreases with More Pledges) 

 

2019 Stewardship 
Report  

(as of 8/23/19)  
 

 

Greek Food Festival  
September 27, 28 & 29 

 

Your Stewardship of Time  
and Smiles is Encouraged! 

 

From Father Seraphim (Continued from Page 17) 
 

Consider what Archimandrite Vasileios of Iveron has 
to say:  “In the person of the Saint we have before us a true human being, 
a clear image of God; and the important thing is not what he says but 
what he imparts through his presence . . . he imparts the grace of God, 
which tests man.  The Saint does not destroy us; he does not use us.  He 
loves us.  But do not think that his love is sentimental.  It is harsh, much 
harsher than any cruelty.  He wants each of us to be saved, to become god 
by grace.”  For that to happen we must not only wear a cross 
around our necks.  We must each embrace the difficult word 
of the Cross, the teachings and Holy Tradition of our Church, 
which to the world may indeed be foolishness . . . but to us 
who are being saved by the Crucified and Risen Lord, it is 
power to overcome temptation, despair, sin and death! 

With Love in Christ,   
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STEWARDS OF THE FAITH ~ 2019  

Adamy, Marina  
Alexander, Eleni 
Alford, Cynthia “Mary”  
Anastasakis, Mark and Elaine 
Anastasiou, Andrew and 

Kathleen 
Andary, Oscar  
Andrews, Catherine 
Andrews, Chris and Pamela 
Andrews, George  
Andricopoulos, Margo  
Anthony, Stavros and Bernadette 
Anton, Mike and Carol  
Antonopoulos, Angela  
Arbuiso, Elizabeth  
Aristides, George and Diana  
Asim, Demetrious  
Asim, Niko  
Athens, Maria and  
 Centers, Scott 
Bacon, Ken and Dianne 
Balaouras, Panos and Helen 
Balason, Anna+  
Balason, Voula  
Baldwin, Richard and Vivi 
Balodimas, James  
Barbarino, Demetra 
Bartzos, Eugenia 
Beeler, Mike and Carolyn  
Beeman, Karl, Sr. and Benita 
Beeman, Karl Jr. and Ivana 
Berendji, Jim and Vivian 
Bernier, Micah and Alissa 
Berta, Irene  
Bieker, Adam and Cassie 
Bieker, Georgeea  
Birtas, Helen and Birtas, Ann 
Bizani, Katia 
Bledsoe, Lori 
Bochanis, George and Enid 
Booth, Brian and Effi  
Borzeka, Stephen 
Boskovic, Jelena  
Bougalis, Nickolaos   
Brennan, Peter and Maria  
Britten, Ronald and Carol  
Brown, Faye 
Bruninga, Bill and Erin  
Bucy, Brent and Elaine 
Capre, Julio   
Carabas, Stephen and Linda  
Carahalis, John and Jillian 
Caredis, Jon and Marjorie  
Carrico, William and Alexandra  
Carter, Maria  
Chachas, Bessie  
Chachas, James 
Chagares, Kiki  
Chandrinos, Alexia 
Chanos, Jennifer  
Chio, Napoleon  
Chomakos, Dean and Tammy 
Chomakos, Jeremy and Romina 
Chondrakis, Dimosthenis and 

Kragerud, Kaaren  
Christian, Clair and Chloe 
Christou, Andreas and Toni 
Ciulla, Anthony and Kleri 

Ciulla, Dina  
Cocores - Ely, Caron 
Cokotis, Julie  
Collins, David 
Cominos, Ted  
Conger, William and Alexia 
Costuros, George and Marsha  
Cosulas, Fr. Basil and  
 Presv. Samantha  
Cotsilis, Jenny  
Coutris, Angela  
Crist, Adam and Kanistra 
Cromwell, Michael and Allison  
Dalacas, Dimitri and Athanasia 
Dalacas, Eleni  
Dalacas, Georgia  
Daskalos, George and Voula  
Daughters of Penelope 
Demolas, Maria and Nour, Reza 
Demoleas, Spero and Grace  
Demoleas, Stephanie 
Demopoulos, Vasiliki  
Diamantis, Filippos 
Dimitri, Janet 
Dimitri, Martha 
Dimitri, Patricia 
Dominguez, Eric and Amalia 
Doskas, Athanasios and Anastasia 
Dudunakis, Michael 
Earl, Christine Michaelides 
Eliades, Artemis  
Eliades, Gregory and Maria  
Eliades, Harry and Agapi 
Eliades, Katerina  
Eliades, Peter  
Eliades, Vaso  
Eliakis, Peter and Glenda  
Eliakis, Varthie and LeeAnn  
Eyler, John and Elizabeth 
Eyler, Fr. Paul and Presv. Ilean 
Filios, George and Nitsa  
Filios, Spiridon and Eleni 
Fischer, Bob and Cheryl 
Fitzgerald, Norman and  
 McCullen, Sandra 
Flangas, Marilyn  
Flangas, Gary and Amanda  
Flangas, Gus and Tamara 
Fleetwood, Thomas and Melissa 
Fotopoulos, John and Barbara 
Foster, Kyle and Pierro, Maria 
Fountas, Constantinos 
Frangakis, Christos and Anastasia 
Frangakis, Constantine 
Frangakis, John  
Frangakis, Sophocles and Tara  
Frantzen, Robert 
Franzi, Jack + 
Garanyants, Sergey and  
 Bilali, Markella  
Garza, Everardo and  
 Eliades, Eleni 
Gauvin, Chad and Marissa  
Geiger, Dan and  
 Hart-Geiger, Dora 
Gekakis, George  
Generales, John and Arlene 
George, Peter and Georgia  

Georgoulakis, Mary Ellen 
Geronikolaou, Constantine  
Ghebreab, Daniel and 
 Ghermay, Selam 
Gianakoulias, Nick and Magda  
Gianoukakis, Andrew and Anna  
Gideon, Jesse and Sara 
Giouzelis, Anastasia  
Goodman, Robert and Linda  
Gott, C. Thomas and Kitty 
Gousdovas, Nikos+ 
Green, Todd and Susan  
Gruber, Ernest and Zoe  
Gutierrez, Connie  
Gutierrez, Daniel  
Hadzoglon, Christos 
Hamilton, Mary 
Hamilton, Paul and Brandi 
Hastings, Teri and Audra  
Hayes, Tulla  
Hemmers, Oliver and  
 Pantelas, Anne  
Henderson, Jimmie Laverne 
Henneforth, Rula  
Herman, Martin and Diane  
Hertberg, Jennifer  
Hetzel, David and Joanne  
Hoadrea, Jimmy and Monci 
Hondros, Catherine  
Hondros, Christina 
Hondros, Christopher and Darlene 
Hondros, Fr. John and  
 Presv. Maria 
Hondros, Marissa 
Houlis, Ila and Debbie  
Howard, William and Willie  
Howse, Paul and Kelly 
Hristopoulou, Spiridoula  
Hunter, Zach and Krystle  
Iteen, Robert and Sophia 
Kachikis, Ernestine 
Kakavulias, Christina  
Kakavulias, George and Helen 
Kakavulias, John and Elizabeth 
Kaltcheva, Maria  
Kambouris, Litsa  
Kanis, Constantinos and Katie 
Kapla, Mary  
Karalias, Petros and Constance 
Karas, James  
Karas, John and Marcie 
Karris, Mark and Suzanne  
Katopodis, Efstratios 
Katris, Nick  
Katsaros, Thomas and Sharon 
Kelesis, George  
Kelesis, Maritza  
Kelesis, Paula 
Kiflezgi, Rahel 
Kleanthis, George and Zanetta  
Kofinas, Maria  
Kokkinis, Peter and Jennifer  
Koliambas, Eleni 
Konstantarakis, Michelle 
Kontos, Diana 
Koroni, Tara 
Kostopoulos, Georgia 
Kountanis, Panagiota  

Koupais, Mario and Cheri 
Koupais, Pat  
Koutsulis, John and Eileen 
Koutsulis, Sam and Effie 
Kypreos, George and Lesley  
Kypreos, Peter and Geri  
Kypreos, Sophia 
Kyprianou, Gilbert and Alexis   
Lagomarsino, Victor and Sophia  
Lakkas, Christina  
Lamancusa, Lisa  
Lambros, Kyriakos and Mary  
Latelle, Penny  
Lavelle, Eleissa  
Lavine, Frederick 
Lazarakis, John and Panagiota  
Lekar, Caroline  
Lekar, Michael and Effie  
Leonis, Nick and Sophia  
Leonis, Tishe  
Leventis, Nicholas and Christina  
Lewis, Foula  
Liaos, Jim and Tina  
Liaos, Steven and Francine  
Liaos, William+ and Irene  
Likourinou, Angie  
Likourinou, Steve and June 
Litsos, Nicholas and Catherine  
Loughton, Dustin and Rena 
Lovaas, Jason and  
 Dokakis, Alis  
Makris, Apostolos  
Malamatos, Kindina  
Maland, Tim+ and Donna  
Malpee, Mak and Kalliopi 
Maniatakos, Ted and Maria  
Manolakos, Catherine 
Manos, Constantine and Michele 
Mansour, Muna 
Manteris, Arthur and Sue  
Margaretis, John and Lucila 
Markakis, Sandy  
Markantonis, George and Sarah  
Matsis, John and Rebecca 
Mavrantonis, Stacy and Kiki 
Mavroidis, Demetrios and Debra  
Mavros, Alex and Jen  
Mavros, Debbie 
Mavroudis, Frank  
McKinney, Michael and Mersene  
McManus, Jeanette 
McSweeney, Farolyn  
Melton, Don and Susan  
Menegatos, James  
Merrin, Maria  
Mitchell, Thomas  
Moffett, Todd and  
 Eliopulos, Tina  
Molina, Adriana and  
 Elhamy, Kirollos 
Monoyudis, Jim and Julie  
Murray, Chris and  
 George, Veneta 
Mulopulos, George and Jenny 
Myers, Stella 
Nedelchev, Diyan  
Nedelchev, Zhivko  
Neocleous, Plato 
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STEWARDS OF THE FAITH ~ 2019  

Nesheiwat, Peter and  
 Ohan, Ida  
Newell, Ronald and Maria  
Nicholas, Christina  
Nicholas, John and Estella 
Nichols, George and Tereza 
Nikolopoulos, Nick and Dimitra  
Nixon, John and Ellyn  
Olmsted, Travis and Marilyn  
Oustian, Ararat and Juliette  
Pahigiannis, Nikon  
Palivos, Peter and Vicky  
Pallis, Paul  
Pan-Arcadians  
Pandelis, Cheryl  
Panos, William and Jeanne  
Papas, Peter and Rita  
Papas, Christian and Nicole 
Pappas, Antonia  
Pappas, Libby 
Pappas, Panos and  
 Katotakis, Andrea  
Pappas, Rita  
Pappas, Spiro  
Pappas, Stella  
Paton, Mia 
Paul, Janet  
Payan, Luis and Eleni 
Pelletier, Michael  
Pendleton, Trisha 
Peratikos, Tony   
Pertsinides, Irene  

Petersen, Todd and Diane  
Petro, Aleko and Georgia  
Petrou, James and Penelopi 
Philippou, Demetrios and Luanne 
Pierro, Joe and Rhonda  
Pierro, Joseph and Christine  
Pitts, Anton and Athena  
Platis, Anna  
Polimerou, Angeline  
Politis, Pantelis and Dimitra  
Poulos, Christine  
Pouridis, Kouli and Para  
Powers, Russell and Rebecca  
Punsalan, Basil and Sophie  
Pursell, Robert and Mary 
Radosta, Athena  
Ramos, Fr. Seraphim and  
 Presv. Olenka  
Raptis, Presvytera Evonne 
Rasmussen, Scott and Rebecca  
Rigas, Anthony and Mary 
Rigas, Evie  
Rihani, Gary and Linda  
Rodis, Dimitri 
Rodis, Sophia  
Rosenthal, Joseph and Stephanie  
Rotas, Beatrice  
Ruffner, Skip and Kathy 
Sakkas, Georgios and  
 Stavropoulos, Bessie  
Salon, Janelle  
Salonikis, Valentinos and Sophia  

Santamaria, Jennifer and Robert 
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The Way of the Lord 
 

 
 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ;  
it is no longer I who live,  

but Christ Who lives in me;  
and the life I now live in the flesh  
I live by faith in the Son of God,  

Who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
(Galatians 2:20) 
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